
Institutional Repositories: Current State 
and Future 

Marta Virágos 

University and National Library 

Debrecen, Hungary 

mviragos@lib.unideb.hu 



• Networked communication 

• Principles for the reform of Scholarly 
Communication 

• Research infrastructure in Europe 

• EU Open Access Initiative: OpenAIRE 

• Institutional Repositories: core functionalities 

• COAR: promoting Open Knowledge and Open 
Science 

 



Networked 
communication 

• The rise and spread of 
networked communication 
had a significant impact on 
the scholarly 
communication, as well.  

 

• The new models introduced 
to communication systems, 
to publications, and to 
publishing practices shared 
a common factor: they have 
become Internet mediated 
activities.  



Principles and Strategies for the 
Reform of Scholarly Communication 

• The broadest possible access to published 
research and other scholarly writings; 

• Increased control by scholars and the academy 
over the system of scholarly publishing, 

• Fair and reasonable prices for scholarly 
information; 

• Competitive markets for scholarly communication 

• A diversified publishing industry; 

• Open access to scholarship. 

 



OA: the practice of providing on-line access to 
scientific information that is free  of  charge  to  

the  end-user.  

 



Research infrastructure: definition 

 



New Vision of Research  Infrastructure in 
Europe 

• European Strategy 
Forum on Research 
Infrastructures: ESFRI 

• Role: to develop the 
scientific integration of 
all the partners of 
society; 

• To act as an incubator 
for RI projects with pan-
European interest 

 



Horizon 2020 

• ‘Science with and for Society’ will be instrumental 
in addressing the European societal challenges 
tackled by Horizon 2020, building capacities and 
developing innovative ways of connecting science 
to society.  

• It allows all societal actors (researchers, citizens, 
policy makers, business, etc.) to work together 
during the whole research and innovation 
process in order to better align both the process 
and its outcomes with the values, needs and 
expectations of European society.  



EU Open Access 
Initiative 

 

 Why Open Access? 

 

Access to knowledge, 
information, and data is 
essential in higher 
education and research; 
and more generally, for 
sustained progress in 
society. Improved access 
is the basis for the 
transfer of knowledge , 
and knowledge 
valorisation . 



Open AIRE pilot project 

• developing a joint policy and a statement on open access and 
putting it into action; 

• supporting the necessary infrastructures for open access; 
• promoting awareness of the importance of open access among 

researchers and administrators; 
• initiating a dialogue with other national and European associations, 
      publishers, and other non-European research organisations; 
• to redefine the responsibilities and cost distribution of the 

publishing system; 
• ensuring that permanent preservation and open access will be the 
      rule for data repositories. 



 



OpenAIRE objectives 
•  to build support structures for researchers in depositing fp7- 

funded research publications through the establishment of a 
European Helpdesk via 27 National Open Access Desks (noads); 
 

• to establish and operate an electronic infrastructure for handling 
peer-reviewed   articles as well as other important forms of 
publications .   
 

• This is achieved through the Open AIRE portal that is the 
gateway to all user-level services offered, including access 
(search and browse) to scientific publications and other value-
added functionalities; 
 

• To enchance the repository network by introducing rules for 
grant reporting in repositories. 

 



Dissemination 

 



Open Access Channels 

• Refereed free electronic journals, 

•  Research-area-specific archive,  

     (e-print) servers,  

•  Institutional repositories of individual           
universities/institutions and 

•  Self-posting/archiving on authors'  home 
pages.  



Institutional Repositories 

• Institutionally based 
 

• Scholarly material in digital formats 
 

• Cumulative and perpetual 
 

• Open and interoperable 
 

• But not necessarily free! 
 



Benefits of a Repository 

• Help the public 
understanding of research 
activities; 

• Increase the visibility and 
prestige of institution; 

• For the researcher: 

• Increase the impact of 
publications; 

• Assists research 
collaboration through 
facilitating free exchange of 
scholarly information. 

 



Core Functionality 

• Material submission 

• Metadata application 

• Access control 

• Discovery support 

• Distribution 

• Preservation 



Accessing Content in Repositories 

 



Accessing Content in Repositories 

 



Accessing Content in Repositories 

  



Accessing Cotent in Repositories 

  





Science 

  The sites offers up to 

date statistics about the 

university and their units’ 

academic activities, 

 Gives news from the 

scientific life of the 

university and Hungary, 

 Gives information about 

the highly ranked articles. 



Elements of the researchers’ profile 

  Personal data: photo, 
affiliation information 
with link to the unit 
profile, contact 
information, 

 

 Profession: professional 
achievment, courses 
taught, supervised 
theses, 

 

 Civil life: special interest, 
hobbies 

 

 Media links (radio, TV, 
Videotorium) 



• COAR is an international association with over 100 
members from five continents representing 
universities, research institutions, and others; 

• COAR’s mission is to enchance the visibility and 
application of research outputs through a global 
network of open access digital repositories 



Areas of Interoperability-Related Sevices 

 


