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Chapter 8

FROM INSTRUCTION TO REFLECTION:
FILM IN EDUCATION IN SWEDEN

Anne-Li Lindgren, Anna Sparrman

andKatarina Eriksson Barajas
Link6ping University, Linkdping, Sweden

INTRODUCTION

A specific vein of media education is under study in this chapter, namely,
film in schools. School Cinema was first launched in Sweden as an
educational tool in the early 20" century, and has been referred to as “the first
IT revolution in school™ (Viklund, 1999). The notion that film catches the
interest of students is the same today as it was in the past, but the forms and
expected learmning outcomes have changed. Whereas formal learning was
highlighted until the1980s, contemporary education focuses on the learning of
social skills.

The chapter is based on a research project funded by a prestigious grant
from the Swedish Research Council, From instruction to reflection — teachers’
and pupils’ use of school film and school movies (Grant registration number
2002-2727), and we propose the role of media in education as a complement to
media education. We adopt a research approach that considers visual culture to
be a significant constitutive force in society (Mirzoeff, 1998/2002; Mitchell,
2002), and our aim is to further investigate the role visuals can play in
individuals’ everyday life, as well as in constructing their knowledge, and their
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