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Creative writing and stylistics

Jeremy Scott

Introduction

To write is to be a linguist.

This opening statement might seem either highly debatable or downrght obvious,
depending on the point at which the reader is positioned along the prevailing
language-literature cline. However, [ make no apologies for opening a chapter on
interfaces between stylistics and creative writing with this assertion. The reasons
why I make it should become clear in the course of the following. To summarise ﬂ

as succinetly as possible: to write is 1o engage. inexorably, with the mechanics of
language. and stylistics, in its assuming of the mantle previously drawn around the
field known as poetics, is the academic discipline best suited to the study of the
hanics of | in li e. This chapter will explore a selection of the
many potential interfaces between stylistics and creative writing. and will proceed
from the premise that these interfaces have been underexplored to date. It is
important to note at the outset that the observations which follow are intended to
relate not just o the pedagogy of the two discipli within the demy; they
should also be of interest to the creative practitioners. i.e. they relate directly to the
act of writing “at the coalface”.
As a summarising justification for the approaching of creative practice through
stylistics (and. ultimately. linguistics in general), it will be useful to turn to Toolan
(1998, p.ix):
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